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27 Septesber 1967

BRIEPING HOTES
vor NN STATINTL

SOUTY VIETHAM BLECTIONS

1. Presidential and senatorial elections of
3 September were among the wost successful hald in South
vietnam. ©Out of a possible slectorate estimated to be
some §.% million, 63 percent--or 5.8 million~--were regis-
texed, and 4.8 million--or &3 psrcent~-of those registered
voted (i.e., about 37¢ of ggig&g;gg cast their votes).

2. The elections ware g;nerally concaded to have
been conducted in a free and fair manner. There was ample
provision in the slectoral laws governing both contaasts to
give all concernsd an opportunity to observe the elactoral
procedures and register complaints. yoll watchers, for
example, wore allowed for aach prasidential ticket or
slate of senatorial ocandidates, and there is svidence that
they were widely usad.

3, At lsast 15 complaints were reglstered against
the results of the presidential race--but it does not appear
ghat they are of sufficient magnitude to prevent the walida-
tion next weeX of prasident-elect Hguyen van Taisu's wvic-

LtOXY .
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4. 1In the case of the Senate race, the results of
which have already bess confirmed, oas corplaint uncovared
a clerical wrror in vota tabulations. As a result, the
complainant's slate was dsclared one of the six wimners,
and another slate which had pravicusly been announcec As
elected was displaced.

5, Theye ware 11 presidential candidates-~only one
gepresenting the military-—and 480 senatorial candidates
running on 48 10-man slates. The Ssnate will he composed
of six of these slates. The large nusber of candidates,
fundamentally, is izrgely the result of a political an-
sophisticated gociety axperimenting with the democratic
institution of an open and fres electien. Lacking well-
dsvelaped political parties, to say nothing of the tradi-
tion of & two-party.syster of goverament, the presidential
slection was gpen to &ll. Tals situation worked to the
edwantages of Thieu and Ky, and andoudbtedly was epsouraged
by them to eplit anti-military votes.

§, Is the end, the Thieu-Xy %icket won 2 pluralisy
of 38,4 percent of the éetss {approximately 1.6 =illion
votes) , with the runmer-up, the coatroversial “peace oan-
didate® Truosny Dinh Dsu, garnering about 817,008 votes, o

17.2 paxcent of the votes cast. The next closest contender,

uge-
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Pham Khac Suu, received only 10.8 percent of the bailots
cast. Tran Van Huong, the reputed civilian front-rumner,
was an also-yan with 190 percent,

7. Despite the fact that a military-backed slate
won the presidential race, it did not pull in & large
number of military men on its coat tails. In all, thers
weye only 41 military mes runaing in the senate race,
including seven retired officers. Three of the winning
senate slates had no military men. Onre winning slate,
neadsd by the populsr retired Gensral Tran Van Lon, con-
tained s total of four retired officers. Another winning
ticket carried three retired officers and one on active
:exviée, while a third slate had one officer on active duty.
Military officers during the slection campAign were re-
guired to go en leave without pay, and presumsbly will be
required to resign their commissions to serve in the senate.

8. There will probably be new and gontinuing charges
of fraud and irregularities because of the religious com-
position of the Senate. The Catholic minority has at
isast 29 of the &0 seats. This is probably ztttibuﬁaﬁio,
however, to the fact that the South Viatnazese Catholics
axs not only more politically conscious, as a heritage from

Ngo Dinh Diem's regime, but batter organized and better

Approved For Release 2001/03/04 : CIA-RDP79T00827A001000030001-3




A o T T TR

Approved FogRelease 2001/03/04 : CIA-RDP/A&I00827A001000030001-3

disciplined than the suddhist majority. The fact that
a2 majority of South Vietnarese are nominal Buddhists
doas not mean that all these Buddhists are activists ox

even active politically as Buddhists.
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